Duty Assignments
SUNDAY 6/28
Announcements J. Townsend

Scripture Reading J. E. Townsend

Daniel 7:15-28

Song Leader R. Molloy

Lord’s Supper R. Varnadore
(Leading)

Lord’s Supper R. Dyal
(Assisting)

Sermon C. Bethea

Security R. Varnadore

Building Molloy

Communion Molloy

WEDNESDAY 7/01

Scripture Reading J. E. Townsend

Hosea 1:10-11
Song Leader T. Head

Exhortation R. Molloy

Children’s Qui

z Corner

—

Who was king when Jesus was born?

aod3H

Calendar

7/04 Bible Study at Hog-N-Bones @
7:30 a.m.

7/05 Singing @ 1:00 p.m.

@0 Birthdays QW

L\ N

Thelma Adams 6/28
Jaycie Townsend 6/29
Sandra Bethea 6/30
Alder Henderson 7/03

@ Anniversaries @

Jerrett & Jennifer Townsend 6/05
Reggie & Connie Varnadore 6/17
Leroy & Quen Rodgers 6/30

Did You Know?

That little children are not lost in sin and
do not need to be saved? (Ex. 18:19-20;
Matt. 18:1-7)

That infant baptism started three hun-
dred years after the church began?

That the church of Christ is promised,
prophesied, revealed, and described
in the Bible?
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“And the Lord added to the church daily those
who were being saved.” Acts 2:47

MEETING TIMES

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Bible Classes
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday
6:30 p.m. Bible Classes
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WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?

Hear — Romans 10:17
Believe — John 8:24

Repent — Acts 2:38

Confess — Romans 10:9

Be Baptized — Acts 2:38

Be Faithful — Revelation 2:10
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Welcome!

We are glad you have chosen to worship with
the Lord’s church at Walnut Street in Jesup.
Visitors, we are delighted to have you with us
and hope you will stay and let us get to know
you. We would like for you to fill out a visi-
tor’s card so we can have a record of your
attendance. We invite you to attend all of our
worship and Bible study periods.

Remember in prayer:

Mary Vincent

Thelma Adams

Josephine Stewart — Thelma’s sister
Natalie Dye — Gwen’s granddaughter-in-law
Olivia Rice — Mary Katherine’s cousin
Lonnie Lorenz — Reggie’s friend

Donnie Darsey — Connie’s brother
Emma Davis — child with cancer
Marilyn Harris — Detta’s friend

Debbie Denery — friend of the Whites
Hughie Sellers — friend of the Townsends
Janet Dixon — Detta’s friend
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% BIBLE QUESTION

Who escaped “by the skin of my teeth”?
A. Jacob

B. Moses

C. David

D. Job

Last week:
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul likens
faithto a . SHIELD (Ephesians 6:16)

If you need/desire to be baptized, please let
us know, and we will be happy to assist you.

DAILY BIBLE READING

June 28-July 4, 2026

Sunday — Daniel 7
Monday — Daniel 8
Tuesday — Daniel 9
Wednesday — Daniel 10
Thursday — Daniel 11
Friday — Daniel 12
Saturday — Hosea 1

Sermon Notes

How Were 3,000 Baptized
in Ancient Jerusalem?

Was it even possible? According to the book
of Acts, three thousand were baptized in Jeru-
salem in just one day. And yet, baptisteries
did not exist during the time of Jesus. Or...did
they?

Naturally, the New Testament does not re-
quire a specially constructed baptistery to
fulfill the command to be baptized. But in
Jerusalem, a place high in elevation and so
far away from a river, how was it possible for
so many to be immersed?

The answer: in the many mikva’ot (Jewish
ritual baths) located throughout the city,
many of which were located near the south-
ern steps of the Temple Mount.

Religious purification by water played an im-
portant role in biblical Judaism, and by the
first and second centuries B.C., the process of
full-body immersion had become a standard
practice. On regular occasions, and especially
before entering the temple in Jerusalem, Jew-
ish devotees would often ritualistically im-
merse themselves in a mikveh (singular for
mikva’ot) and by the time of Jesus, mikva’ot
were being constructed all over Israel.

I have personally observed their existence in
several places in the regions of Galilee, the
Shephelah, and the desert of Judea. Archaeol-
ogist Ronny Reich says that approximately
150 mikva’ot have been discovered in Jerusa-
lem, with about 60 located in the upper city
and about 40 near the southern gates of the
Temple Mount (Reich, 52).

In 2011, a conservation project was undertak-
en to preserve and showcase these pools, and
today visitors can see many of these mikva’ot
in what has become known as the Ritual
Baths Trail (emekshaveh). Even more have

been discovered since 2011, and one as re-
cently as December of 2025 (see Israel Antiq-
uities Authority, December 2025).

Water for these reservoirs came from runoff
in the Bethesda Valley and from collection
pools southwest of Bethlehem at a place
known today as Solomon’s Pools. Built during
the Hasmonean period (141-37 BC), water
from these pools was siphoned through pipes
and aqueducts and into underground cis-
terns.

During the 19th century, explorer Edward
Robinson discovered and surveyed some 49
water reservoirs underneath and near the
Temple Mount, most of which date to the sec-
ond temple period. These sources, in addition
to the pool of Siloam in the central valley,
provided an abundance of water to citizens of
Jerusalem and would likewise sustain both
the needs of the Temple and those needed in
ritualistic cleansing within the many mik-
va’ot.

To be baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27),
all that is needed is enough water to immerse.
Thus, the ancient mikva’ot in Jerusalem
would have provided ample space for two in-
dividuals to enter the baptistery and for one
to baptize the other (cf. Acts 8:38).

Any river, water reservoir, or body of water
would typically be large enough “to bury”
someone in water (see Colossians 2:10; Ro-
mans 6:1-5) but the sheer volume of mikva’ot
available in Jerusalem would have made the
task of baptizing 3,000 people convenient
and manageable.

The abundant supply of water and places to
baptize in Jerusalem is but another example
of the connection between faith and fact in
the land of the Bible.

(adapted) John Moore
via The Daily Bread



